Collection Development Policy for Internet Sites

Des Moines Public Library

The Des Moines Public Library maintains a home page on the World Wide Web in order to meet the information needs of customers who live in the service area of the library.

The library home page is designed primarily to provide Internet guidance to customers and staff in the library.

A secondary function of the web page is to market the library to a range of customers beyond the immediate service area of the library.

When possible, the library page will point to existing reliable sources that provide topical information. The library will not recreate resources that already exist on the Internet.

Sites for the library home page will be selected by professional librarians using the general criteria outlined in the library Materials Selection Policy.

Special criteria for selecting Internet sites:

· Preference will be given to nonprofit and noncommercial sites

· Links will be educational or informational in nature

· Links should provide accurate, current, and unique information

· The library home page will provide in depth local information and unique library resources.

· Links to the library home page will provide balanced points of view whenever possible

Indicators of Site Quality:

· Ease of use

· Scope of content is clearly stated

· Content is documented, accurate, and verifiable

· Headings and annotations are clear and helpful

· Site is stable and links are up to date

· Speed of connection

· Graphics are useful and provide content support

· Uses standard multimedia formats

Selection Sources:

Selection sources will be monitored to update the library page. Sources may include sites such as:

· Berkeley Public Library Bookmarks

· In Site

· Net Happenings

· Scout Report

Other Information Accessed Electronically (through library links or library connections):

"Providing connections to global information, services, and networks is not the same as selecting and purchasing material for a library collection.  Determining the accuracy or authenticity of electronic information may present special problems. Some information accessed electronically may not meet a library's selection or collection development policy. It is, therefore, left to each user to determine what is appropriate. Parents and legal guardians who are concerned about their children's use of electronic resources should provide guidance to their own children." ( From Access to Elect ionic Information, Services, and Networks: an Interpretation of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS, American Library Association, adopted January 24, 1996)
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