ACTING
Picture Books

Aliki. A Play’s the Thing.  Miss Brilliant’s class puts on a performance of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”

Archambault, John. Boom Chicka Rock. Philomel, 2004.  Twelve mice living in a cuckoo clock wander out to find birthday cake and have a party while Max the cat sleeps.

Best, Cari. Shrinking Violet.  Violet, who is very shy and hates for anyone to look at her in school, finally comes out of her shell when she is cast as Lady Space in a play about the solar system and saves the production from disaster.

Cecil, Randy. One Dark and Dreadful Night.   Maestro Von Haughty wants to present three thrilling tales of terror and misfortune, but members of the Wayward Orphans Theatre make some very silly changes to the costumes and script.

Fleischman, Paul. Lost! A Story in String.  A grandmother tells a story about a young girl who uses her wits and what is available to her to help her survive when she is lost in the snow. Includes instructions for creating a number of string figures mentioned in the story.

Haley, Gail E. A Story, A Story.  Recounts how most African folktales came to be called “Spider Stories.” 

Holabird, Katharine. Angelina on Stage.  When Cousin Henry gets all the attention in the grown-up musical in which they have roles, Angelina becomes jealous, but she demonstrates her fondness for him when a crisis occurs on opening night.

Laguna, Sofie. Too Loud Lily.  Lily’s family and friends often complain that she is too loud, but that loudness makes her a hit in the school play. 

MacDonald, Margaret Read. The Fat Cat, a Danish Folktale.  A greedy cat grows enormous as he eats everything in sight, including his friends and neighbors who call him fat. 

McDonald, Megan. When the Library Lights Go Out.  When the lights go out in the library, the storytime puppets set out on an adventure to find their missing friend, Hermit Crab. 

O’Connell, Rebecca. The Baby Goes Beep.  Colorful pictures show baby making all kinds of noises before quietly going to sleep.

Pinkney, Andrea Davis, and Brian Pinkney. Shake Shake Shake.  A mother and her young children play with an African percussion instrument called a shekere.

Raffi. This Little Light of Mine (Raffi Songs to Read). Illustrations portray children putting on a school play and encouraging the shy star to let her light shine in this version of the traditional song.

Say, Allen. Kamishibai Man.  After many years of retirement, an old Kamishibai man—a Japanese street performer who tells stories and sells candies—decides to make his rounds once more even though such entertainment declined after the advent of television.

Seuss, Dr. Mr. Brown Can Moo, Can You?  Mr. Brown can make lots of noises.

Children’s Fiction

Adler, David. Cam Jansen and the School Play Mystery.  When a thief takes the box office money at the school play, Cam uses her photographic memory to solve the mystery.

Cooper, Susan. The Magician’s Boy.  A boy who works for a magician meets familiar fairy tale characters when he is transported to the Land of Story in search of a missing puppet.

Creech, Sharon. Replay.  While preparing for a role in the school play, 12-year-old Leo finds an autobiography that his father wrote as a teenager and ponders the ways people change as they grow up. Includes the text for the play, “Rumpopo’s Porch.”

MacLean, Christine Kole. Mary Margaret, Center Stage. Mary Margaret is hoping to be Cinderella in the community play but must face the fact that the lead will be played by Ellie, the new girl in class who seems to do everything right.  
Osborne, Mary Pope. Stage Fright on a Summer Night (Magic Tree House # 25).  Jack and Annie travel in their magic tree house to Elizabethan London, where they become actors in a production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and try to rescue a tame bear. 
Park, Barbara. Junie B., First Grader—Shipwrecked.  Junie B.’s journal entries start with Room One’s stomach virus excitement, the first grade Columbus Day play, and getting the part of the Pinta, the fastest ship.

Paterson, Katherine. The Master Puppeteer.  A 13-year-old boy describes the poverty and discontent of 18th-century Osaka and the world of puppeteers in which he lives.

Pennypacker, Sara. The Talented Clementine.  In this second easy chapter book about Clementine, the eight-year-old, convinced that she has no talents, tries to find a way to avoid participating in the class talent show.

Winkler, Henry. The Curtain Went Up, My Pants Fell Down (Hank Zipzer #11).  Failing fifth grade math, Hank must depend on Heather, the class brain, to help him get a “B” on the next test in order for him to be eligible to play the lead in the school play, “The King and I.”

Teen Fiction
Tolan, Stephanie S. Surviving the Applewhites.   Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite family’s Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had. 

Audio

Raffi. Rise and Shine. CD. Includes the song “This Little Light of Mine.”

Raffi. Singable Songs for the Very Young. CD. Includes “The More We Get Together.”

Six Little Ducks. CD. Kimbo Educational. Includes the song, “Swinging on a Star” and many other popular children’s tunes.

Websites

Deep Fun. www.deepfun.com/humancards.html. A resourceful site by Bernard DeKoven, who is the founder of The Game Preserve, a retreat center for the study of play and also the author of Junkyard Sports. Includes directions for the Human Cards game.

Heather Forest Story Arts. www.storyarts.org. Storyteller Heather Forest’s site has lesson plans, activities, and lots of ideas for incorporating storytelling into your programs.

Kamishibai for Kids. www.kamishibai.com/index.html. This commercial site sells Kamishibai story cards. It also explains what this Japanese storytelling form is and ideas for using it. Each set includes a teacher’s guide.

Kamishibai: Japanese Storytelling. www.ucis.pitt.edu/asc/outreach_materials/Kamishibai.pdf. This article from the Child Development Center of the University of Pittsburgh gives background on Kamishibai and also lesson plans for a project in which kids make their own Kamishibai storycards.

The e-Stories Project, Enoch Pratt Free Library. www.prattlibrary.org/home/storyIndex.aspx. A collection of live-action, multicultural storyteller performances viewable online. The stories represent many cultures including African, African American, Appalachian, Celtic, Chinese, Indian, Iranian, Irish, Jewish, and Native American. This project was funded by a grant from the Institute for Museums and Libraries. Check it out. The stories are wonderful to watch and listen to.

